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Bangladesh's agriculture sector continues to suffer as a
result of climate change

Dilshad Jahan

the importance of investing in
post-harvest infrastructural

i 1
B comy
where the agriculture
sector plays a significant role in
accelerating economic growth.
Indeed, it is the largest economic
sector of our country with 62% of
its people directly and indirectly
involved in agriculture.
According to the recent
data from the World Bank, in
FY2020-2021, the contribution
of agriculture to GDP was only
11.6% whereas, the contribution of
agriculture to the GDP was 52% in
the year 1972. Therefore, this trend
isa matter of great concern.
The impact of climate change
isa major cause of the decline
in agriculture production. In
particular, agriculture is one of
the most vulnerable sectors to the
impacts of climate change such as
changes in temperature, rainfall
patterns, rise in floods, salinity
intrusion into the land, etc.
Our marginal and small farmers
face tremendous challenges
in managing their production
activities due to a lack of training

and aiming to
ensure food security. Since its
establishment in 2021, this service
centre has served more than 6,500
climate-vulnerable households

in Bangladesh’s Patuakhali and
Jamalpur district.

Notably, Bangladesh is globally
recognized as the teacher of the
climate change adaptation sector.
Here are some ideas on ways in
which the adaptation clinic could
become an effective agricultural
solution in tackling climatic events
in Bangladesh.

sensitization mechanism including
advisory services, agricultural
input support (seed, fertilizer,

etc), technical knowledge
dissemination through enabling
information access, year-round
capacity enhancement scopes
through training, agricultural
storage, etc.

Itis well known that farmers’
production costs are increasing
with alternative decreases in yield,
due to alack of understanding
about climate adaptive
technologies, a shortage of storage
facilities, and a low market price.

Moreover, climatic extreme
events like erratic rainfall, intense
and frequent flood, riverbank
erosion, and other related factors
cause post-harvest crop

This initiative will
help the government
attempt to tackle
climate meltdown
alongside promoting
green development

on high-value crop
diversification, and post-harvest
technologies.
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Fur , many rural
farmers do not have access to
the use of storage facilities or
warehouses to store their crop
production throughout the
seasons. At the same time, they
face problems while marketing
their products because of a
lack of preservation facilities,
poor infrastructure, roads, and
communications.

Asaresult, a large portion
of their production becomes
spoiled or they are forced to
sell itat a price lower than the
production cost. Needless to say,
this substantially undercuts their
income-generating potential.

In thisregard, BRAC has
developed the concept of an
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Clinic” for the
climate-vulnerable farming
community to facilitate relevant
and climate-adaptive agriculture
solutions in rural areas.

The concept was developed
with a focus on climate-vulnerable
areas to support farmers with
year-round production options
and facilitate market access. The
model’s strength was to include
the local-led adaptation (LLA) and

First of all, the adaptation clinicis
a one-stop, dynamic service centre
where farmers could directly
receive multifaceted services that
would potentially enhance their
adaptive capacity and increase
farm productivity.

Moreover, the comprehensive
approach of this service model
will facilitate relevant, context-
specific, and climate-adaptive
agriculture solutions with a
Climate Change Adaptation (CCA)
lens at the community level.

The adaptation clinic offers an
integrated solution to agricultural
farming ranging from pre-
cultivation measures to post-
harvest management for climate-
vulnerable regior’s farmers and
farming.

Overall, the adaptation clinic
will promote climate-adaptive
farming practices, conserve
nutrients, and reduce the loss and
waste of agricultural products

loss in Bangladesh.

In this regard, adaptation clinics
will increase the resilience of
climate-vulnerable people ranging
from poor marginalized farmer
groups to local consumer groups,
assemble market groups, and
trader groups.

Most importantly, the
adaptation clinic will not only
contribute to reducing the
post-harvest losses, ensuring
sustainable food availability,
leading to a reduction of
pressure on natural resources by
eliminating hunger and improving
farmers’ livelihood; but also
provide the subscribed farmers
with a year-round climate adaptive
livelihood scheme focused on
climate-smart agriculture.

Actually, it is the science-based
and context-specific farming
services that can help farmers
from climate catastrophe and
make their practices more resilient
and sustainable for the long term.

The future vision of this holistic
approach of Brac isto involve the
government and private sector
gradually and also collaborate
with other academic and research
institutions to expand the
adaptation clinic service.

still, it is in the pilot stage to
support relevant, context-specific,
and realistic agriculture solutions
at the community level using a
climate change adaptation lens.

As awhole, it can be said that
this adaptation clinic service
will contribute to achieving

considering the of

Goals

climate change.
To implement the climate
adaptive agriculture activities

socially driven

technologies that the community
will accept.

This concept has been executed
by the Brac Climate Change
Program (CCP), acknowledging

as well as provide
need-based support to the
farmer communities, the
adaptation clinic will provide a
wide range of climate-resilient
solutions through assistance and

D
(SDG) 2, 12, and 13. In addition, this
initiative will help the government
attempt to tackle climate
meltdown alongside promoting
green development. »

Dilshad Jahan is Specialist, Advocacy and
Communications, Climate Change Program
at BRAC. Email: dilshad jahan@brac.net.
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BRAC observes World Water Day

Staff Correspondent

BRAC’s Climate Change Programme
(CCP) observed World Water Day
2023 on Wednesday at Mongla
Upazila, a coastal community high-
ly vulnerable to climate change and
affected by salinity intrusion, espe-
cially in the Bagerhat district.

This year's theme for World Wa-
ter Day is Accelerating the change
to solve the water and sanitation cri-
ses' with an emphasis on the neces-
sity of taking stern action to address
the global water crises.

The programme aimed to raise
awareness among the community
about access to safe drinking wa-
ter and maintaining water safety
protocols in both households and
institutions.

BRAC organised several events to
mark the occasion of World Water
Day, including awareness-raising

and interactive sessions on water
security and the importance of safe
drinking water. These events aimed
to sensitise the local communities
and promote behavioural change to-
'wards water usage and management.

A ten-day-long drama was or-
ganised in various locations across
Mongla to raise awareness among
the people about climate change and
its related challenges. These chal-
lenges include rising sea levels and
salinity intrusion which causes a
shortage of safe drinking water and
puts thousands of people at risk.

Md Liakath Ali, PhD, director
of CCP said, “climate change is ex-
acerbating the water crises, and
improving access to safe drinking
‘water is urgently needed in coastal
communities of Bangladesh. As we
strive towards SDG 6, prioritising
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water security and inclusive action
is crucial for a sustainable future.
Through innovation and appropri-
ate collective effort, we can address
the impact of climate change and
ensure safe drinking water for all."

BRAC’s CCP with support from the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Den-
mark in Bangladesh has addressed
the crisis regarding access to safe
water in Mongla, which is a pressing
issue that affects the coastal commu-
nities. Hence, it requires immediate
action to ensure the availability of
clean and safe water for the commu-
nity for inclusive development.
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