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ACTIVITY HIGHLIGHTS

A protection mainstreaming session was organised on 22 
September in the Camp in-Charge (CiC) conference room in 
Camp 4. The session was attended by 30 participants from 15 
different organisations. The CIC, assistant CiC, and the UNHCR 
Protection Focal also attended. This was aimed to raise 
awareness amongst the non-protection actors to support them 
to implement protection mainstreaming activities during the 
life-cycle of a project. This will help ensure safety, dignity and 
meaningful participation of the Rohingya at each stage of the 
project-life. 

On 16 September, a co-creation workshop was held between 
BRAC Humanitarian Crisis Management Programme and the 
community empowerment programme. The workshop was to 
assist in designing a social cohesion building project for the 
host community in Ukhiya and Teknaf. Major issues related to 
enhancing social cohesion among the two communities were 
discussed, including the scope of work, proposed activities, 
conceptual understanding of peace and cohesion. 

In September, the Agriculture and Environment sector 
distributed 9,363 fruit saplings of five kinds among the selected 
low-income families of Ukhiya and Teknaf upazilas to enable the 
families to grow year-round fruits to meet their own needs and 
to sell the surplus. The sector also organised an orientation for 
12,923 participants on homestead vegetable gardening and 
climate-sensitive agriculture.

HCMP and CEP in sync to strengthen social 
cohesion in the host community 

Participants being oriented on the techniques of 
homestead vegetable gardening

A Rohingya man working in a HCMP Bamboo Treatment Plant, Camp 4-Extension 
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to someone else. Their family grew over the time but 
their luck did not. Abu’s meagre salary helped them 
survive hand to mouth. Ever since, Ayesha has been 
looking for a chance to turn their luck around.
Finally, she heard of AAF recruiting trainee artisans. 
She immediately planned to join the programme and 
later, encouraged other women from her community 
to join as well. 
Ayesha has a special reputation in her workplace. 
Though they work on a commission basis, she never 
hesitates to help her co-workers. She extends her 
support whenever she sees someone struggle with 
anything. She is also a quick learner who can work 
faster than others, maintaining quality standards. This 
helped her earn substantially more than others. 
Ayesha earns more than BDT 15,000 a month, while 
other workers earn BDT 2,000 to BDT 6,000 on 
average. Her innate skill and interest helped her 
deliver more than the others. 
Now Ayesha and Abu have a permanent home where 
they live with their two sons and Abu’s mother. Her 
elder son is in class nine and the younger one is in 
class eight. They love to play football and have trained 
in BKSP under camp 14. 
Once Ayesha thought of engaging her sons to work. 
Now they can continue their studies and hope for a 
better future.
Ayesha Begum encourages other women around her 
so that everyone with potential can have a better life 
and a sustainable future just like her.
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Ayesha Begum’s dream is a wonderful reality now

On a regular day, the training room of Ayesha Abed 
Foundation (AAF) in Ukhiya buzzes with the noise of 
multiple electric sewing machines. Women are working 
with full concentration, paying no heed to visitors. One 
of these busy-bees is Ayesha Begum (30), unique 
among her co-workers with an exceptional history of 
craftsmanship and diligence. Ayesha Begum lives in 
the village of Rajapalong, Ukhiya. She joined AAF in 
March 2019. She started training in the centre and 
received BDT 1,500 as a stipend. She started earning 
wages besides her training stipend, while other intakes 
were still learning. In her second month, April, she 
earned BDT 980 and doubled the wage in May.
What helped her gain this progress? Ayesha explained, 
‘I have a natural knack for sewing. I learned the basics 
from my aunt years ago. So when I got this 
opportunity I tried to prove myself and the rest came 
naturally.’
Now Ayesha earns close to BDT 20,000 a month and 
provides a substantial contribution to her family. 
However, there is a sad story behind her 
perseverance. Ayesha lost her parents early in her 
childhood. She along with her four younger siblings 
were brought up by their uncle. Being unable to bear 
the expenses of a family so large, her uncle married 
her off at the age of 12 to Abu Syed (now 40), a young 
day labourer from the neighbouring village. She started 
a family with very little experience of her own. 
The couple did not have a roof over their heads but 
only a makeshift hut on a piece of land that belonged 
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Building shelters 

The HCMP Shelter team constructed 
‘transitional shelters’ for 194 families in the 
Rohingya camps to improve the living condition 
of the persecuted Rohingya. They also 
constructed 6,118 metres of retaining wall in 11 
camps to ensure reduction of soil erosion from 
the shelter plinth and protect the shelters from 
landslides.

Coordination workshops 

A series of workshops were organised to 
improve the coordination between BRAC staff 
and the Camp in-Charge (CiC) offices. These 
workshops were organised in 13 camps. A total 
of 140 staff from different sectors participated in 
the workshops. The CiCs and Assistant CiCs 
were present as chief guests. BRAC’s senior 
management team also took part in the 
sessions. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES
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Creating work opportunities

BRAC Skills Development Programme 
adopted a new normal post-COVID operation 
model to continue their regular activities. In 
September, a total of 600 participants 
completed their training and started working 
at the community tailoring zone.

Ensuring healthcare

In September 2020, HCMP provided medical 
consultation to 22,065 people from 11 
healthcare facilities. Midwives provided 
antenatal care to 1,748 pregnant women, 
postnatal care to 303 mothers and conducted 
nine normal deliveries in the health centres. 
Moreover, 1,143 clients were provided family 
planning counselling and services. The 
curative treatment helps in reducing suffering 
of people while preventive activities contribute 
to the prevention of health problems.

HCMP will conduct a series of community consultation meetings with the Rohingyas and the 
host community beneficiaries to determine the focus for 2021. A final workshop will be 
organised to consolidate all findings from the sector-wise workshops. The process, 
methodology, and highlights of the findings will be shared in the next monthly activity report. 

W H A T ’ S   A H E A D?
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International community visits BRAC 
quarantine centre in the Rohingya camp

On 24 September, representatives of the 
international community in Bangladesh – 
including Ambassadors of the United States and 
the European Union, the British High 
Commissioner, the Head of Humanitarian Aid of 
the Canadian High Commission, the Country 
Director of the World Bank, and the United 
Nations Resident Coordinator – visited one of the 
quarantine centres operated by BRAC during a 
two-day visit to the Rohingya camps in Cox’s 
Bazar.

The delegation spoke highly of the tidy 
maintenance of the quarantine centre of Block I, 
Camp 4-Ext. The building was built as a learning 
centre and was later transformed into a 
quarantine centre. They also expressed their 
satisfaction and extended their gratitude to BRAC 
for its humanitarian initiatives for the Rohingya 
community. They also applauded BRAC for the 
activities carried out during the COVID-19 
pandemic.
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S N I P P E T S

BRAC supported to organise a views 
exchange meeting between the 
government body and the local, 
national and international NGOs that 
are working in Cox’s Bazar. Md Kamal 
Hossain, DC, Cox’s Bazar, presided 
over the session while Md Rashedul 
Islam, DG, NGO Affairs Bureau, spoke 
as the chief guest. Md Mahbub Alam 
Talukder, RRRC, Cox’s Bazar, also 
spoke as a special guest. KAM 
Morshed, Senior Director, BRAC, also 
attended the meeting. Administrative 
regularities and challenges were 
discussed to determine the way 
forward. 

On 15 September, a views exchange meeting was 
held between HCMP senior management and the 
RRRC, Cox’s Bazar.

Md Abdul Karim, Senior Advisor, Regulatory and 
Government Affairs, BRAC, led the meeting from 
BRAC’s side. He thanked Md Mahbub Alam 
Talukder, RRRC and the district administration for 
their continuous support to BRAC to implement 
the humanitarian services for the persecuted 
Rohingya and people of the host community in 
Cox’s Bazar. Mr Talukder appreciated BRAC’s 
response to the humanitarian crisis and promised 
his continuous support.  

Md Kamal Hossain, DC, Cox’s Bazar, Hasina 
Akhter, Area Director, BRAC and senior police 
officers also attended the meeting. 

HCMP meets RRRC & 
District Commissioner
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1,016 fruit saplings distributed among selected low-income families

2,267 women received maternal health services 

660 families received family planning services 

695 mothers and children referred for immunisation 

6,299 people received tele-counselling services

Camps

WASH

159 latrines constructed

294 bathing cubicles built

6 hand-washing stations built

Shelter and Non-food

    194 transitional shelters constructed

125 shelter repair and maintenance

629 shelter material distributed

Education

N/A    
no children and adolescents 
registered in learning centres in 
September due to COVID-19

N/A
learning centres operation is 
suspended in September due to 
COVID-19

N/A
no management committees 
meeting held in September due to 
COVID-19 

Site Management

5,223 community awareness meetings 
held

4
total camp in-charge 
coordination meetings 
conducted

1 household relocated

Host Communities

Click here to learn more: response.brac.net

SECTOR-WISE SNAPSHOT: SEPTEMBER 2020
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Protection Child Protection

953 radio listener groups created

308 legal counselling sessions 
conducted

12 successful legal mediations 
conducted

N/A
no child-friendly spaces 
functioning due to COVID-19 

128,647 tele-counselling services provided

Health and Communicable diseases

22,065 outpatient consultations held in primary healthcare centres and health posts

3,468 malaria tests conducted

9 normal deliveries conducted in primary health posts

Livelihoods and Food security

107.04 metric tonnes of food assistance-in-kind distributed

2,397 households received food items through e-voucher outlets

Agriculture and Environment

Click here to learn more: response.brac.net

808 camp households received vegetable seed

808 host community households received vegetable seeds
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PROGRAMME DIRECTOR
Sajedul Hasan
sajedul.hasan@brac.net 
+88 02 9881265 Ext. 3530

AREA DIRECTOR
Hasina Akhter
hasina.akhter@brac.net
+88 017-13036185

COMMUNICATION
Quazi Mustafizur Rahman

quazi.rahman@brac.net
+88 017-38937985

PROFILE ON THE GROUND
2,461 staff providing critical services in camps and host communities

5,880 volunteers from both camps and communities

  38% of BRAC HCMP staff are women

*Updated on 30 September 2020

THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS
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