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AT A GLANCE: School Year 2016-2017
TOTAL BRAC Learning Centers
730
Kindergarten			 115
Grade 2				201
Grade 3				411
Grade 4			
118

COUNTRY
REPRESENTATIVE’S
NOTE

Total Numer of Learners

25,438

Number of Partner NGOs
TOTAL STAFF
Filipinos		
Bangladeshi

15

890 (including teachers)
884
6
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500 BRAC Learning Centers
are installed with handwashing and tooth brushing facility
to effectively instill personal
hygiene in the daily lives of
the learners as part of the Essential Health Care Program in
partnership with GIZ.
This efficiently prevents
absences in classroom due
to hygiene-related diseases
among the learners of Linamon
BRAC Learning Center in
Ditsa-an Ramain, Lanao del
Sur.

Children in BRAC Learning Centers are now in Grade
5, the first cohort, specifically. They continue to access quality education despite the remoteness of
domicile and modesty of community teachers giving
daily input of lessons.
As we look back, gains continue to mount as we
break through the first alternative education in 2012.
Our Grade 3 learners, for the first time, participated
in the national assessment (LAPG) in 2015 and fared
well with their public counterparts, getting an MPS of
73.32%.
This is an indisputable proof that access to quality
education in far-flung disadvantaged areas is possible — given the teachers are from the community —
if there is strong support from the community, local
government and DepEd, especially.
As the ADM project implementation nearing its final
year, BRAC, DepEd and DFAT-Australia is looking ways at how BRAC learners can continue their
elementary education despite the nil financial support. Children’s education must continue. This is their
paramount right.
Still, there are thousands of children who can’t have
access to education; ADM is the precise and complete strategy to bridge the gap. With DepEd’s direction, BRAC is anticipative that the education department can study the lessons in sustaining the gains
and adapt the alternative delivery mode of education
in the Philippines.

M NAZRUL ISLAM, Ed. D.
ADM Project Director
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First Art Festival held on WED 2016
As a celebration of World Environment Day 2016, an
Art Festival was conducted at the Grade 4 BLC in
Sipot, Pinguiaman, DOS, Maguindanao.
With the theme “Go Wild for Life - Save the Environment”, learners showed their best at presenting the
wild life they know through watercolor painting. The
slogan is bold about the prevention of wildlife crime
and speaks out against promotion of leather or ivory
trade through killing of endangered/ threatened.
BRAC sees its crucial role of instilling to the children
the values of appreciating and giving importance to

the environment and the life therein.
World Environment Day (WED) is celebrated every
year for raising awareness on protection of nature
and planet Earth. The United Nations Environment
Programme has initiated this celebration in 1972.
Every year, a new theme and slogan is created to
spread knowledge. In 2016, the theme is to fight
against the illegal trade in wildlife. The killing, poaching and hunting of animals impose an imbalance in
biodiversity and the ecosystem. This, in the long run,
means unstable economies and social securities for
human communities.

39 BRAC LFs, POs passed 2016 teachers exam
Thirty-seven Learning Facilitators (LFs) and two Project Organizers (POs) of BRAC Philippines successfully passed the Licensure Examination for Teachers
(L.E.T) given on 20 March 2016 by the Professional
Regulation Commission (PRC) and the Board for
Professional Teachers (BPT).
The 39 new licensed elementary teachers belong to
five partner organizations of BRAC Philippines who
are direct players in implementing the Alternative
Delivery Model (ADM) of education in the disadvantaged ARMM communities.
The Maranao People Development Center (MARADECA) of Lanao del Sur got the highest number of
passers of 21. Both Integrated Resource Develop-

ment for Tri-People (IRDT) and Sug Educators Forum
Inc. (SEFI) of Sulu have 5 passers each. Community and Family Services Inc. (CFSI) and Kalimudan
Foundation Inc. (KFI) have three passers each while
Mindanao Autonomous College (MACFI) and Muslim Upliftment Foundation of Tawi-Tawi, Inc. (MUFTI)
have one passer each.
“BRAC is committed to giving the best education for
disadvantaged children around the world,” M Nazrul
Islam, Country Representative of BRAC Philippines
said. “Our deepest salutation to all our partner NGOs
who continually bear the BRAC’s thrust and strive
to give the quality education our children in ARMM
deserve.”
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LFs gear up for SY 2016-2017

Grade Change Orientations for learning facilitators of
upcoming Grade 5, Grade 4 and Grade 3 learners
were simultaneously held in Cotabato City, Marawi
City, Zamboanga City and Bongao, Tawi-Tawi in
preparation for the learning facilitators (LFs) leveling
up for School Year 2016-2017 this June.
The orientations address the difficulties of the LFs in
increasing their skills in teaching the annually leveling
up of the learners’ grades as required by the onecohort-one-teacher design of the Alternative Delivery

PHOTO STORY:
BRAC and BRAC International senior officials, led
by BRAC International Director for Asia Region Jalal
Uddin Ahmed, visit to Sipot BLC, Pinguiaman, DOS,
Maguindanao and Mating BLC, Salman, Ampatuan,
Maguindanao to look over the project implementation
status focusing on the schools operation.

Model (ADM) Project, considering that many of them
do not hold an Education degree.
Part of the Grade Change Orientations is the Information and Communications Technology (ICT)
Training. The training is designed to teach computer
fundamentals to the learning facilitators as an integration of ICT in the curriculum of BRAC-ADM for the
upcoming Grades 4 and 5, following the K to 12
Curriculum of DepEd.
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Abed Bhai’s 80th Birthday
BRAC across the globe celebrated BRAC Founder’s,
Sir Fazle Hasan Abed, birthday on 27 April 2016.
BRAC Philippines staff in Country Office, Iligan
City and Zamboanga City reflected on his life’s
milestones and the lessons and values he shares
through his work.
Known personalities whom he had worked with,
including Liberia President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf,
Former US President Bill Clinton, Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation Co-Chair Bill Gates, Open Society Foundation Founder George Soros, World Bank
President Jim Yong Kim, Former UK Prime Minister
Gordon Brown, shared their heartfelt greetings and
appreciation for the Founder.

In 1980, Sir Fazle was awarded with the Ramon
Magsaysay Award for Community Leadership. After
over three decades, Philippines is one of the 12
countries that BRAC spreads its development
works in.

BRAC PH celebrates World Diversity Day
Celebrating differences and becoming one at heart
in supporting BRAC’s vision: a world free from all
forms of exploitation and discrimination where everyone has the opportunity to realize their potential,
BRAC Philippines celebrated World Cultural Diversity Day on 20 May 2016 with the theme: “Unifying

Uniqueness at Us.”
This year’s highlights are the cultural presentations
and serving of signature foods from each ethnic
group. Having various ethnic groups, Mindanao is a
home for rich cultures. The event is an appropriate
stage to present Philippines’ unique identity to the
foreign nationals working for ARMM through BRAC.
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Stepping up for Gender Equality

BRAC Philippines is one in the millions around the
world who celebrated this year’s International Women’s Day 2016 with the theme: “Planet 50-50 by
2030: Step It Up for Gender Equality”.
On 8 March 2016, agencies and organizations of
various sectors in Cotabato City opened the celebration of the event by a parade along Sinsuat Avenue.

uniting to uphold women’s rights and commendation
of their strengths and contribution to the society.
BRAC also commends all the learning facilitators
from the beginning of the ADM Project to date for
their courageous work and unwavering will to wake
up each morning to prepare themselves for the day’s
lessons in the BRAC Learning Centers.

BRAC Philippines joins with and supports the Local Government Unit of Cotabato City and ARMM in

BRAC is 44
As it marked its 44th anniversary on 21 March 2016
with the theme ‘celebrating BRAC life’, BRAC celebrated the journey, the struggle and the progress
as the largest development organization in the world
relentlessly working towards improving the lives of
millions of people living in poverty.
BRAC founder and chairperson Sir Fazle Hasan
Abed sent an inspiring message to all the men and
women who played a remarkable role in its challenging yet fulfilling fight against poverty and deprivation
across the world, “we cannot be content. Our struggles are still crucial. Our path is still challenging. We
do not have any room for deviating from our purpose
and the commitments we have made. Integrity, innovation, inclusiveness and effectiveness - BRAC’s
four core values - should inspire all of us and help us
continue in our endeavors.”

BRAC Philippines honors all learning facilitators,
project organizers, project monitors and all staff who
made the implementation of Australian Governmentfunded Alternative Delivery Model (ADM) education
project of BEAM-ARMM program, effective and successful in ARMM.
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BRAC ranks No. 1 NGO in the World
BRAC is ranked the number one NGO in the world
by the Geneva-based media organization NGO ADVISOR this year.
Ranked in the second position in 2015, BRAC
returned to the top spot in the 2016 Top 500 NGOs.
NGO advisor placed BRAC first, among more
than 500 development organizations, based on its
impact, innovation and sustainability. BRAC was
praised for its holistic approach to fighting poverty,
treating it as a system of interrelated barriers that
must be addressed concurrently. The ranking also

highlighted the organization’s history of designing
and implementing solutions at scale.
“This recognition is truly an honor,” said Sir Fazle
Hasan Abed, founder and chairperson of BRAC.
“BRAC staff works tirelessly to both innovate and
apply proven solutions at scale to empower people
worldwide living in poverty. It is wonderful to see this
dedication recognized.

BRAC holds first Sports Fest

As a part of the Year-end Project Review and Teambuilding in December 2015 in Dakak Park and
Beach Resort, Dapitan City, BRAC Philippines organized a Sports Festival exclusive for the staff.
Daily routine at work causes exhaustion and body
pains caused by long hours of sitting and facing
computer screens. BRAC takes the wellbeing of its
staff seriously and to add a spice to the annual teambuilding, various outdoor activities were organized to
get the staff’s bodies moving and minds working.

Bangladesh nationals staff played against Filipinos in
a game of beach volleyball. Project Director M Nazrul
Islam and others showed their skills in badminton
while others in parlor games like sack race and egg
catching.
It is BRAC’s priority to ensure that its staff’s health
and welfare is at a good state. It is through this that
the staff can stay happy with their work and inspired
to do more for the goal of the organization.

The Zeal of LF Nurhaima
Enormous time, effort, process and motivation of the
learners, parents and teachers are the main ingredients.” These thoughts moved her to exert more effort
in teaching while motivating the parents to support
the learners constantly.
Her bachelor degree in Elementary Education at
Central Sulu College in Siasi and passion to teach
brought her back home hoping that she can apply
her acquired skills and knowledge in her own community. Being a new graduate and with no teaching
license, opportunity has been so elusive thus failed
to pursue her passion.
Lo-ok Laminusa is one of the far-flung villages of
Siasi town where BRAC extends it alternative delivery
mode (ADM) of education in Sulu province.
Nurhaima P. Asarak, married, 32 years old, is one of
the few community teachers who took the challenge
in teaching Badjao children. Her zeal and determination to teach led her to BRAC Floating Learning
Center after the recommendation of Lo-ok Laminusa
barangay captain and community leaders.
Ma’am Nur, as her learners fondly call her, found real
happiness in imparting knowledge and inculcating
desirable values to Badjao children. She goes to
school daily with great enthusiasm. She conducts
remedial teaching, especially for the less-focused
learners; spending more time voluntarily than BRAC
school days allocated.
Her accommodating attitude allows the learners to
freely express, move and participate actively during
class time and in other learning activities.
She said, “Changes and development in the learner’s
attitude and knowledge does not happen overnight.

She underwent more hardships. Nurhaima is helping
her mother selling native breakfast meagerly earning
50 to 70 pesos daily. With two children, her husband
was forced to work in Malaysia to augment the family’s growing needs.
When BRAC education program supervised by Integrated Resource Development for Tri-people (IRDT)
expanded in Siasi, a break opened for her. She was
hired as a learning facilitator. Realizing her dream,
she was not only given the opportunity to improve
her teaching craft, she’s on her way now to gradually improve the lives of the underprivileged Badjao
children.
The trainings provided by BRAC is such a great
advantage to complement her technical knowledge,
skills and professional values. Her BRAC experience
guided her to finally pass the Licensure Examination
for Teachers (L.E.T.) after several attempts.
“Magsukul to Allah and to IRDT and BRAC for all the
assistance and support,” said Nurhaima with overflowing gratitude on the opportunities and experiences she gained since 2013.

