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Members of the House of Lords, UK, visit Korail Slum BARC Hosts National Consultation Process
(NCP) of Thematic Issues of CLEP

On a recent visit to Bangladesh, Baroness Pola Uddin of Bethnal Green and Lord
Nazir Ahmed of Rotherham , distinguished members of the House of Lords, visited
BRAC Programmes in Korail slum in Dhaka on February 10, 2007.

In Korail, they first visited a BRAC micro-finance group meeting in progress and
saw some of the income generating activities of the borrowers such as a grocery store run
by a member and her son . They then visited a BRAC health forum where the topic of
discussion was the care of pregnant women Baroness Uddin and Lord Ahmed were then
taken to a birthing centre which provides a safe & clean environment for assisted births
with a trained midwife. They also visited a BRAC Primary School located in the slum
where they enjoyed a musical performance by the children.

The UN Commission on Legal Empowerment
Both the Peers expressed great amazement at the range and scale of development || of the Poor (CLEP) in collaboration with the

interventions being operated by BRAC in Bangladesh ~ and were very enthusiastic School of Law, BRAC University, organized
about BRAC's activities in several countries of Africa. the During the visit, Fazle Hasan the meeting on thematic issues at BRAC Inn
Abed, Founder and Chairperson of BRAC, Shabbir Ahmed Chowdhury, Director Microfi- || Centre on 3rd March, 2007. Mr. F. H. Abed
nance and Kaosar Afsana, Health Programe Coordinator, accompanied Lord Ahmed and chaired the conference with special guest Dr.
Baroness Uddin. Maresh Singh, Executive Director, CLEP.
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The UK chapter of BRAC has shifted to a new office at WaterBridge House (2nd Floor), London SE1 OEE, UK. Web:www .bracuk.net. ggf(t)ide:g
uddin.

= Procurement Training: A training Programme on “Procurement Guidelines and Implementation Procedures” was held from 16/02/07 to
18/02/07 at the BRAC Centre Conference Hall. 42 participants attended from different programmes and deliberations from different resource
persons shared their knowledge with the participants through discussions, real life examples, exercises, case studies etc.

= BRAC University, Institute of Educational Development (BU-IED): presents report at BRAC Centre Auditorium on primary education on
06 March, 2007. The study conducted by BU-IED reveals that about 48% of the children enrolled in class 1 did not complete class 5. Ms. Eliza-
beth Carriere, Acting Head of DFID Bangladesh, observed that poverty-related factors are the main obstacles to participation in education

= Children with Special Needs (CSN): As a result of the endless effort of BRAC in focusing on identifying children with special needs, BRAC
schools now have 2400 thousands students with disabilities. The results of the of the first Government conducted National Examinations for
grade 5 show that 91.66% of total CSN students in BPS schools. In 2006, six students got primary school scholarship. BRAC’s current focus is
on expanding the range of disability related programmes that its staff are capable of handling.

Share your news and views with us at public-affairs@brac.net




